[Tetralogy of Fallot. Subcostal approach in bidimensional echocardiography].
We have evaluated the diagnostic accuracy of subxyphoid 2-dimensional (2-D) echocardiography in Fallot's tetralogy by employing two planes defined as left anterior oblique (LAO) and right anterior oblique (RAO), similar to the respective angiographic axial projections. Echocardiographic and angiographic findings were compared in 39 patients. The pulmonary branches, the trunk, the infundibulum, the septal defect and the aorta were identified in all cases, the pulmonary valve in 97% and associated defects in 71%. The LAO view was best suited for an overall diagnosis and for the visualization of the left pulmonary branch, of the pulmonary anulus, and of the overriding of the aorta. The RAO proved optimal for the evaluation of the right pulmonary branch, of the infundibulum and of the relationship between ventricular septal defect and adjacent structures. It is concluded that the subxiphoid approach is a valuable technique for the 2-D echocardiographic evaluation of Tetralogy of Fallot.